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Discussion/interpretation:  
 
The Office of Child Welfare Programs is amending the definition of “relative” to address 
unintended consequences of a recent rule change. The Department changed the 
definition of “relative” effective June 3, 2014, to clarify the order in which the 
Department considers potential adoptive and substitute care resources for placement 
of children in the Department’s custody, specifically where in the order of placement 
fall birth relatives of children or parents whose prior legal relationship has been 
dissolved by adoption.  The June 3, 2014 change had the unintended consequence of 
including this set of relatives in the diligent relative search requirement.   This most 
recent amendment of the relative definition now makes it clear that the relative in this 
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category is identified by the child or birth family, or self identifies, therefore, search is 
not required. 
 
Implementation/transition instructions: The new rules were filed August 4, 2014.   
 
Training/communication plan: Communication will occur through program 
manager meetings, supervisor quarterlies, e-mail, and field consultation. 
 
Local/branch action required:  Local branches are not required to search for birth 
relatives of adopted children who return to substitute care, but they must consider this 
category of relative in the order of preference as outlined in Administrative Rule when 
they are identified or self-identify. 
 
Central office action required: Proceed to permanent rules. 
 
Field/stakeholder review:  Yes   No 

If yes, reviewed by:       
 
Filing Instructions: These amended rules are being filed as emergency temporary 
rules.  Final rules will occur within six months. 
 
 
If you have any questions about this policy, contact: 

Contact(s): Kathy Prouty 

Phone: 503-947-5358 Fax:       

E-mail: Kathy.prouty@state.or.us 
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